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Virginia Amateur Sports & Subway Commonwealth Games celebrate 25 years

2014 Olympic Speaker – Chad Hedrick

Virginia Amateur Sports, Inc (VAS) organizers of the Subway Commonwealth Games of Virginia announced today that Chad Hedrick, an Olympic Gold Medalist speed skater to the quality list of Olympic speakers and guest of the Games.  By the close of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games, Chad Hedrick had won a pair of Olympic medals (silver & bronze), bringing his career total to five and complimenting the astonishing fifty (50) World Championship medals he accumulated as an inline skater before setting foot on the ice. No other skater in history has amassed a comparable collection of podium appearances. He is considered the greatest all around skater in history.  Hedrick made the switch to ice at the 2002 Olympics. In February 2004, after only one year of ice training, he became World Champion – shocking everyone but himself.  He went on to set 6 world records and was the first man in history to skate 10,000 meters (6.2 miles) in under 13 minutes.  At the 2006 Olympic Games he captured the gold medal in the 5,000 meter, silver in the 10,000 meters and bronze in the 1,500 meters competitions. In the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games he captured bronze in the 1,000 meter race and then captured his fifth Olympic medal – silver - in the Team Pursuit event.
The partnership with the Subway Games and Virginia’s Wounded Warrior Program is slated to continue this summer with the addition of Racquetball to the list of competitive opportunities for today’s veterans honoring their sacrifice and empowering their strength to compete with other veterans in the spirit of the Subway Commonwealth Games.  Other competitions for veterans will be offered in archery, track and field, bowling, 5K run, and shooting as the Games make every effort to include all Virginians.  

The Games will be adding 7 sports to the 2014 competition schedule: 
· Equestrian – June 28 – Lexington Horse Center

· Kickball (Adult) – June 28-29 – Roanoke

· Rock Climbing – July 19 – River Rock Climbing (Roanoke)

· Pickleball – July 25-27 – Boonsboro Country Club (Lynchburg)

· Team Volleyball – TBA – Westside High School (Newport News)
· Weight Lifting – TBA – Roanoke

· Cycle Cross – October – Fallon Park (Roanoke)

The staff and volunteers of VAS work tirelessly each year to encourage life-long participation.  For 25 years the Subway Commonwealth Games have provided excellent opportunities for thousands of Virginians to develop and foster new relationships, establish new goals and personal bests while at the same time learning teamwork, sportsmanship as well as individual and team responsibilities.  Various reports show that those who participate in sports have a much better chance to be successful in life. 

Main Games Weekend is July 18-20, which kicks off at the Roanoke Civic Center on Friday, July 18 at 4:30pm with the Grand Home Furnishings Athlete Tailgate Party including food provided by Subway, interactive games, music, prizes and more.  Following will be the traditional Opening Ceremonies, including a US Olympic medal winner, Miss Virginia, fireworks, parade of athletes and a BMX Bike performance. Main Games weekend upholds a positive reputation with the community for bolstering tourism and serving as an economic engine to the Valley each year.  Over the past 24 years, the Games have provided an estimated $72 million economic impact on the state and community with approximately $3.5 million last year.
Executive Director, Landon Howard, of the Roanoke Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau noted “We are delighted and honored to have the Subway Commonwealth Games played again in Virginia’s Blue Ridge.  We know that the athletes and their families will have a great time as our industry “rolls out the red carpet.”  The thousands of Subway Commonwealth Games visitors and their spending will create significant economic impact and jobs for our community.  We once again welcome the Subway Commonwealth Games!” 

Other sponsors for this year’s Games include Kroger, Foot Levelers, and ABC 13.
For more information on the Games, including images for download, visit: www.CommonwealthGames.org/news
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